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STATE 061 150 MAR 19, 75 

1. IVP NOMINEE GONZALO BERTRAN, PROGRAMMING CHIEF, NATIONAL 
TV, HAS BEEN "ON VACATION" FROM HIS JOB SINCE MID-MARCH, 

WHEN GOC MILITARY INTERVENTOR AT TV STATION UNCOVERED 
INFORMATION WHICH ALLEGEDLY LINKED BERTRAN WITH 
QUESTIONABLE ACTIVITIES. 

2. WHETHER BERTRAN WILL BE ALLOWED TO RETURN TO NATIONAL 
TV AND, EVEN IF HE IS, WHETHER HE WOULD BE ABLE TO TRAVEL 
ABROAD IN MAY AS SCHEDULED FOR IVP REMAIN IN DOUBT. UP 

TO NOW, BERTRAN HAS, AT HIS OWN INITIATIVE, SPOKEN WITH 
USIS OFFICER TO REGISTER HIS STORY THAT HE ON VACATION 
BUT PLANNING TO RETURN TO JOB. EFFORTS TO REACH HIM AT 
NATIONAL TV THIS WEEK HAVE BEEN FRUITLESS, DESPITE EARLIER 
REPORTS THAT HE WOULD BE BACK ON JOB MONDAY, APRIL 7. RELIABLE 
SOURCE CLOSE TO BERTRAN TOLD IO IT DOUBTFUL BERTRAN WILL BE 
ALLOWED TO RETURN TO NATIONAL TV. 

3. OUR POSITION VIS-A-VIS BERTRAN IS THAT HE IS STILL INVITED 
TO U.S., BUT PRIVATELY WE QUESTION WHETHER HE COULD 
ACTUALLY UNDERTAKE GRANT THIS FY IN VIEW HIS TROUBLES AT 
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NATIONAL TV. WE ALSO AWARE EMBASSY WOULD OPEN ITSELF TO 
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CRITICISM IF BERTRAN, WHILE UNDER CLOUD HERE, WERE TO ENJOY 
PRESTIGE OF OFFICIAL USG INVITATIONAL VISIT. 

4. ACTION: WOULD DEPT BE WILLING ACCEPT SUBSTITUTE INVITEE 
FOR BERTRAN THIS FY-75 SHOULD IT DEVELOP BETWEEN NOW AND HIS 
SCHEDULED MAY 7 DEPARTURE THAT HE UNABLE TO TRAVEL? IN SUCH 
A CASE, WE WOULD LIKE TO REPLACE BERTRAN WITH SANTIAGO 
PAVLOVICH, ASSISTANT PRESS CHIEF, NATIONAL TV., WHO HIGHLY 
IMPORTANT IN CHILEAN TELEVISION AND ALREADY APPROVED BY 
DEPT. WE PLAN TO MAKE NO REPEAT NO APPROACHES TO PAVLOVICH 
UNTIL BERTRAN’S SITUATION CLARIFIED AND WE HAVE DEPT'S 
APPROVAL. 

POPPER 
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